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MESSAGE OF THE BISHOP

[ am well pleased to send this message of felicitation to the
annual bulletin of the Oblate Institute of Higher Learning
(OIHL) at Dev Arana, Polwatta.

Your vision, "To Be the Heart of Innovative Learning to
Serve Humanity," beautifully captures the noble mission of
Catholic education in the 21st century. It speaks not only of
academic excellence and ingenuity but also of a profound
dedication to the common good. This spirit of service and
holistic development is precisely what makes a Catholic
institution an indispensable asset to our global society. Your
vocation as educators is a serious and beautiful commitment.

In this context, we recall the insightful words of Pope Francis: "Education cannot be neutral. It is either positive
or negative; either it enriches or it impoverishes; either it enables a person to grow or it lessens, even corrupts
him. The mission of schools is to develop a sense of truth, of what is good and beautiful."

It reminds us that education in Catholic institutions is a transformative endeavor. It is not merely about
transmitting facts; it is about cultivating wisdom, character, and a vision of life rooted in truth, goodness, and
beauty. A Catholic Higher Learning Institution, such as yours, offers an environment where faith and reason meet,
where the pursuit of knowledge is integrated with a coherent, comprehensive vision of the human person created
in God's image. This integration ensures that your graduates are not only technically proficient but also ethically
grounded, compassionate leaders ready to tackle the world's complex challenges with both competence and
conscience. Further Pope Leo XIV says, “The charism of the school ... besides being a service to society and a
precious work of charity, still appears today as one of the most beautiful and eloquent expressions of that priestly,
prophetic, and royal munus [public service| which we all received in Baptism, as emphasized by the documents
of the Second Vatican Council.”

The value of a Catholic educational institution lies in this holistic approach—in forming the head, the heart, and
the hands—so that students learn not only what to know and how to do, but also who to be. By prioritizing the
encounter with the living God, the service of the person, and the community, you nurture an authentic freedom
that participates in the building of a more just and fraternal world. Finally, [ wish to offer my most sincere
congratulations to the Board of Management, the Director, Members of Staff, the students, parents, and
well-wishers. May God bless you as you continue to inspire the next generation to be innovative learners who
truly serve humanity.
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Catholic Bishop of Kurunegala (N. W. P.)
President - Catholic Bishops' Conference of Sri Lanka




MESSAGE OF THE PROVINCIAL

EDUCATION FOSTERS FORMATION AND GROWTH.

[ am truly delighted to extend my warmest and heartfelt
congratulations to all the students and staff of this esteemed
Institution as I write these words for the Annual Magazine of
the Oblate Institute of Higher Learning at Polwatta,
Minuwangoda. It is with great joy that I celebrate your
achievements and the collective spirit that make this
institution a beacon of learning and growth.

Education stands at the very core of human development and
societal progress. It is much more than the mere transmission
of information or acquisition of technical skills; it is a sacred
journey of formation that shapes the whole person-mind,
heart, and spirit. It prepares individuals not only to excel in
their chosen fields but also to engage with the world with
wisdom, compassion, and integrity. In a world marked by
rapid change and complexity, the role of education as a
formative process cannot be overstated. It carries the
profound  responsibility  of  cultivating  leaders,
thinkers, and citizens capable of fostering positive
transformation within their communities and beyond.

Here at the esteemed Oblate Institute of Higher Learning at Dev Arana, Polwatta, we embrace education as a
dynamic and holistic process. The intellectual formation we provide is a fertile ground from which curiosity,
critical thinking, and creativity arise. Yet, we also recognize that true education nurtures character and virtue.
It shapes individuals who listen attentively, act empathetically, and stand courageously for justice.

Education, therefore, is fundamentally formative-it molds not only the intellect but also the inner life, values, and
purpose of each learner. Understanding education as formation means acknowledging it as a transformative en-
counter that changes the person at their core. Through this formation, individuals awaken to their own potential
and dignity. They acquire the capacity to ask profound questions about life, meaning, and justice. Most
importantly, this process cultivates a deep sense of responsibility toward others and a genuine commitment to the
common good.

While lectures and textbooks form valuable foundations for higher education, formation extends far beyond the
classroom. It unfolds through lived experience—dialogue, community involvement, service, and reflection. Our
institution encourages students to transcend academic knowledge and immerse themselves in the pressing
realities and challenges of our time.

Today, as we celebrate another graduation day, we remind ourselves that formation does not end with a diploma.
True education plants seeds that continue to grow throughout a lifetime, transforming learning into a lifelong
pilgrimage. It is a journey of continual discovery where one responds to new questions, adapts to change, and
deepens understanding. To our students, staff, and friends of this institution, I offer this sincere message:
Embrace education as a sacred and transformative formation. Allow it to shape not only your mind but also your
heart and hands. Let it awaken your deepest sense of purpose and inspire your commitment to service. To our
learners, be curious, courageous, and humble. Know that your education equips you not just for a career but for a
mission—to be builders of justice, peace, and human flourishing. To our educators and administrators, remain
steadfast in nurturing the flame of formation in every aspect of this institution. Your dedication quietly and
powerfully shapes the future. May this institution continue to shine as a beacon of holistic education and
formative growth for generations to come.

Fr. Roshan J. L. Silva OMI
Provincial Superior.
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ANNUAL REPORT 2025

The Oblate Institute of Higher Learning is committed to
providing quality education and fostering spiritual growth.
This annual report highlights our achievements and progress
over the past year. It showcases the collective efforts of our
students and staff in advancing knowledge, fostering
creativity, and serving the community." As we look back on
the past year, we recognize the power of collaboration,
innovation, and community in driving our institution's
success." As a beacon of higher learning, our institution
remains dedicated to shaping the minds of future leaders and
making a positive impact. "The past year has been marked
by significant milestones, achievements, and progress
toward our strategic goals.

SHORT HISTORY

The Oblate Institute of Higher Learning was inaugurated on 21st May 2016 when the Oblates in Sri Lanka
celebrated the 200th anniversary of the Foundation of the Congregation. It was established as an umbrella
institute with an immediate focus on national reconciliation and peacebuilding. However, the aim was to develop
it into a fully pledged higher education institute, which could organize degrees, diploma programs, Certificate
courses, retreats, seminars, and personality and skill development programs. Late Rev. Dr. Oswald Firth OMI
was the First and founding Director of OIHL.

Following the proposal of the Provincial Congress held in 2018, OIHL, which was at CSR, Maradana, Colombo
10, was shifted to Dev Arana Oblate Centre, Polwatta, Minuwangoda, having its physical facility. In January
2021, OIHL was established at Dev Arana, Polwatta, Minuwangoda. Having conducted the Diploma in Conflict
and Peace Studies for 4 years, the year 2021 was taken for evaluation. In December 2021, Rev. Fr. Asanga Viraj
OMI was appointed as the Director of OTHL.

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS

During the year 2025, we offered 9 study programs: A Diploma in Psychological Counselling, A diploma in
Teacher Formation, A Diploma in Spoken English, an Italian Language Course, a Japanese Language Course,
Basic English Courses for Post A/L students, Post O/L students, an English immersion course, and an ICT course.

FACULTY AND STAFF

All our faculty members hold degrees and postgraduate degrees from recognized universities. During the
academic year 2025, Fr. George Sulonithan OMI joined our academic staff to strengthen our Institution, and we
were privileged to have Mr. Kosala Perera as our ICT lecturer and Ms. Imasha Sirisena to help us prepare our
students to learn the Japanese language. They added more colour to our academic staff with their knowledge and

skills.
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INFRASTRUCTURE UPGRADES

The Oblate Institute of Higher Learning's facility renovation has significantly enhanced our learning
environment. We've upgraded classrooms with modern technology, including projectors, creating an engaging
space for students to learn and grow. The renovation also included making a movable stage and improving space
and facilities in dining areas, providing students with more space to move freely and enjoy their stay.
Additionally, improvements to our library and study areas offer students quiet spaces for study and
collaboration, while energy-efficient designs and sustainable materials demonstrate our commitment to
environmental responsibility. These upgrades have not only improved the aesthetic appeal of our institution but
also created a more conducive environment for academic excellence and personal growth. We are thankful to our
Provincial and Provincial Treasurer for their support.

FUTURE PLANS

With trust and confidence in Almighty God and the ever-loving maternal care of Mary Immaculate and St Eugene
De Mazenod, we are planning for the academic year of 2026 by strengthening the courses that we already offer
and thinking about introducing new courses to meet the demands of society and the church. As we move forward,
we remain steadfast in our commitment to academic excellence, innovation, and student success. We also think
about introducing online programs to reach a broader audience and to build up partnerships with local and
international institutions.

To our dedicated and exceptional staff, I express my deep appreciation for your commitment and hard work. Your
unwavering dedication to excellence and your passion for teaching play a pivotal role in shaping the future of our
students.To the parents, I extend my gratitude for your constant support and trust in our vision. Your involvement
in your child’s education and active participation in their activities strengthen the foundation of their success.
To the students, I encourage you to be curious, fearless in your pursuit of knowledge, and compassionate in your
interactions. Remember that education is not just about grades but about developing a thirst for learning that lasts
a lifetime.

We are also reminded of the importance of recognizing and celebrating these achievements. Awards ceremonies
like this one serve as a reminder that our efforts are not in vain and that they are having a positive impact on the
world around us. They are a source of inspiration and motivation, and they help to reinforce the importance of
hard work, dedication, and perseverance.

As we celebrate the achievements of our awardees today, | encourage you to take a moment to reflect on your
own accomplishments and to be proud of the work that you have done. Whether you are a recipient of an award
or simply an attendee, you are a part of this community, and you have a role to play in building a better future for
all.

So, let us celebrate this moment, this awards ceremony, with joy and gratitude. Let us recognize and honor the
achievements of our awardees, and let us be inspired to continue our own journey of growth and development.
In the end, it’s not just about what we have achieved, but about the hope and promise that lies ahead. We are
grateful for the journey and excited for the future. Thank you for your continued support and partnership.
May God continue to guide us in our mission to empower minds and transform lives.

God bless you all.

Rev. Dr. Asanga Viraj, OMI
Director of the Oblate Institute of Higher Learning
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NOTE FROM A MEMBER OF THE
ACADEMIC STAFF

THE VALUE OF EDUCATION
INTRODUCTION

Education has always been recognized as the cornerstone of
individual growth and social progress. It is both a personal
journey and a collective responsibility, shaping not only the
destiny of the learner but also that of a nation. As Nelson
Mandela famously stated, “Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can use to change the world.” This truth
resounds profoundly today, especially within institutions
such as the Oblate Institute of Higher Learning, where
education is not merely a transmission of knowledge but also
an awakening of values, critical thinking, and social
responsibility.

THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION OF EDUCATION

Education, in its deepest sense, is not restricted to the mere
acquisition of facts or the mastery of professional skills.
Rather, it embodies what Plato envisioned as the “turning of
the soul towards the light.” Through education, individuals
are led from ignorance to enlightenment, from mere opinion
to reasoned understanding.

John Dewey, a pioneering philosopher of education, emphasized that “Education is not preparation for life;
education is life itself.” In this view, education is a continuous, life-long process that integrates experience,
reflection, and growth. It does not end at graduation but evolves as one engages with the complexities of society.
At the Oblate Institute, this philosophy is visible in our holistic approach-where academic rigor is combined with
ethical values and spiritual growth, ensuring that students are formed as whole persons.

THE VALUE OF EDUCATION TO THE INDIVIDUAL

From a psychological and human development perspective, education is the key to personal empowerment. Jean
Piaget’s theory of cognitive development explains that learners construct knowledge actively,
moving from simple understanding to complex reasoning. Vygotsky complements this with the idea that learning
is socially mediated-highlighting the importance of community, dialogue, and collaboration.

An individual who is educated enjoys multiple benefits:

Cognitive Empowerment — the ability to think critically, solve problems, and adapt to new challenges.

Moral and Ethical Grounding — through exposure to diverse perspectives, literature, and social sciences,
education cultivates empathy, tolerance, and justice.

Professional Competence — education equips individuals with the skills and knowledge required to excel in
their chosen vocations.

Spiritual Maturity — within a faith-based higher learning environment, education nurtures the spiritual di
mension of the learner, fostering discernment and service.

As Pope Francis reminds us in Evangelii Gaudium, “Education is an act of love, it is to give life.” Thus, education
transcends technical knowledge to become an act of humanization.
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THE VALUE OF EDUCATION TO SOCIETY

An educated individual is not an isolated product; he or she is a citizen whose learning contributes to the
well-being of the community. Durkheim, the French sociologist, argued that education is the means by which
society perpetuates its values, norms, and cohesion. In Sri Lanka, the importance of education has been
historically evident. From the monastic centers of learning in ancient times to the modern universities of today,
education has shaped the social fabric of the nation. It is through educated citizens that democracy thrives,
economies grow, and peace is maintained.

Furthermore, in a globalized world, knowledge is the new capital. Countries that invest in education are better
positioned to innovate, to compete, and to respond to crises such as climate change, poverty, and inequality.
Thus, education is both a personal right and a social necessity-what UNESCO describes as a “common good.”

THE CHRISTIAN AND OBLATE VISION OF EDUCATION

The Oblates of Mary Immaculate, inspired by their charism, have always placed education at the heart of their
mission. St. Eugene de Mazenod, the founder, believed deeply in the power of instruction to uplift the poor and
to evangelize society. He insisted that education should be an avenue not only for intellectual formation but also
for moral and spiritual renewal.

The Oblate Institute of Higher Learning continues this legacy by providing a space where faith and reason meet.
Education here is not a neutral process but one rooted in Gospel values, where love, justice, and service to the
marginalized are emphasized. TEe Church has always regarded education as integral to its mission. The Second
Vatican Council’s Gravissimum Educationis states: “True education is directed towards the formation of the
human person in view of his end and the good of that society to which he belongs.” This holistic vision aligns with
our mission to form graduates who are competent professionals and compassionate leaders.

CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES AND THE ROLE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

In the modern era, education faces multiple challenges: digital transformation, economic pressures, cultural
pluralism, and ethical dilemmas posed by scientific advancements. The COVID-19 pandemic revealed both the
vulnerabilities and the resilience of educational systems worldwide. Online learning became a necessity, but it
also highlighted the digital divide and the importance of human presence in the learning process.
As teachers and educators, we are called to respond to these challenges with creativity and dedication. Our role is
not limited to imparting knowledge but extends to mentoring, guiding, and inspiring our students. The words of
Paulo Freire are relevant here: “Education either functions as an instrument to bring about conformity or free-
dom.” The task of higher education is to foster freedom-the capacity to think independently, to act responsibly,
and to serve humanity.

EDUCATION AS TRANSFORMATION

Ultimately, the value of education lies in transformation. It transforms ignorance into knowledge, dependence
into autonomy, and selfishness into service. It transforms societies by reducing Eoverty, promoting peace, and
fostering sustainable development. In the Sri Lankan context, education is the pathway to reconciliation,
inter-religious harmony, and national progress. It provides the younger generation with the tools to rise above
divisions and to build a future of solidarity. The Oblate Institute of Higher Learning stands as a beacon of such
transformative education. By integrating intellectual, spiritual, and ethical dimensions, it seeks to form leaders
who are not only skilled professionals but also compassionate human beings-leaders who embody the motto of
St. Eugene de Mazenod: “He has sent me to evangelize the poor.”

CONCLUSION

Education is not a luxury, but a necessity; it is not an option, but a mission. Its value lies not only in economic
advancement but in human flourishing. It empowers the individual, strengthens society, and fulfills the Christian
vision of integral human development. At this Annual Awarding Ceremony, as we celebrate the achievements of
our students, we are reminded that education is both a gift and a responsibility. May we, as educators and learners,
continue to uphold its true value-seeking wisdom, nurturing virtue, and serving humanity.

As Aristotle once said, “The roots of education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.” May the fruits of education at this
institute continue to enrich the lives of our students and contribute to the future of our beloved Sri Lanka.

Rev Fr. Chamika Sudarshana OMI
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